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WHAT IS ULTRASOUND?

DURING THE EXAM

AFTER THE EXAM

itrasound is an examination technique which uses high

frequency sound waves to make still pictures of the
abdomen, reproductive, or urinary tracts, or any other soft
tissue structures within the body.

Heart and
Vessels

Liver

Gall Bladder

% = ../ Pancreas

SITES OF A POSSIBLE ULTRASOUND

There have been no harmful effects
reported from the use of ultrasounds in more than
two decades of use.

b

hen you report for your exam, you may be asked to
wear a gown. This is done primarily to protect your
clothes from the ultrasound gel which will be applied to the
skin overlying the area to be examined. In most cases, there
will be no need to remove jewelry, watches, or dental wear.

You will be asked to lie on the examining table next to the
ultrasound scanner. Though the machine appears complex
to you, it will be operated by a skilled and experienced
technologist who has been specially educated and trained
in the use of ultrasound examination equipment.

After the gel is applied, a hand-held instrument called a
transducer will be guided slowly across your skin. The
technologist will keep a sharp eye on the corresponding
image which appears on the ultrasound maonitor.

The procedure is painless with no short or long term side
effects, and it is quick - usually completed in less than an
hour,

hen the examination is over, you may be asked to

remain on the examining table for a few minutes
while the technologist reviews the ultrasound pictures for
clarity. Occasionally, more images or a brief exam may be
ordered by the radiologist at that time.

Because the ultrasound still needs to be interpreted by
a radiologist, you will not receive the test results
immediately from the technologist. Generally, the findings
will be reported to your healthcare provider who will, in
turn, forward the results on to you.




